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TN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as iiuiicated below: 



1. (Qii^al) A metbod peifonned by a software agent of a fbrst entity izieasuriiig fhe 
S exposure of aa inidividual to electromc medta^ said method co]jq>rismg the steps of: 

obtaiauxg .infonnation identifying said electrotlic tnedia from a cooperative media 
handlerprovidedby a second entity using a dejBned interface that provides interoperability between said 
software agent and said cooperative media handler; and 

providing at least a portion of said identifying information to said first entity measuring 
1 0 the exposure of said individual to said electronic media. 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said individual is chosen for the 
individual's demographics and has agreed to participate in a research panel to have the individuates 
exposure to and interactions vn&i said electronic media measured. 

IS 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said individual iB part of an audience. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, ^^iierein said individual is part of a research panel 
chosen as a sample to statistically represent a larger population. 

20 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of identifying and 
authenticating said individual. 

6. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , wherein said infonnation identrfying said 
25 electronic media further comprises infonnation identifying said mdividual. 

7. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said information identifying said 
electromc media includes an identification tag. 

30 8. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said information identifying said 

electronic media includes metadata. 
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9^ (Origiiaal) The method according to claim 1 , wherdn said infonnation identiiymg said 

electronic media includes presentation infotxnation. 

5 10, (Original) The method accojcding to claim 1, wherein said infbimation identii^g said 

electronic media includes contextual information made available to the cooperative media hai^ 
host 

1 1 , (Origiiiflr) The method according to claim 1 , wherein said information identifying said 

1 0 electronic media provided by said cooperative media hdodler includes iofbmiation about the interactions 
of said individual with said electronic media. 



15 



12. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said information identi^^g said electronic 
media includes an identtQer of said cooperative media handler. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherdn said information identi^g said 
electronic media includes an identifiier of ^ a host of said cooperative media handler. 



1 4. (OrigjbQial) The method of claim 1 , wherein said cooperative media handler decodes and 

20 presents said electronic media obtained Jfrom a wired network connection. 



15, (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said cooperative media handler decodes and 

presents said electronic media obtained fiom a wireless netwoik connection. 

25 16. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said cooperative media handler presents said 

electronic media generated in real-time. 



30 



1 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said cooperative media handler is a software 

component that temporarily extends the capabilities of its host to present media. 
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18. (Original) The me&od of claim I, wherein said cooperative mediahandler is apersistent 

software componmt that extends the capabilities of a sofhvare application to present media objects of a 
particular media typo to an individnal. 

5 19, (Original) The mediod of claim 1, wherein said cooperative media handler is apersistent 

software component that extends die cap^ilities of an operating systjsm to present media objects of a 
particular media type to an individual. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein sai d cooperative media handler is mobile. 
10 , 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said cooperative media handler is stable. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said cooperative media handler decodes and 
presents said electronic media, obtains information about said electronic media, and makes said 

1 5 information about said electronic media available for collection by said software agent, by means of said 



0^ cooperative media handler's host. 



23. (Original) The method according to claim 1, whereio said cooperative media handler 
may be remotely configured to specif / which portions of said information identifying said electronic 

20 media to obtain and provide to said software agent. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 1» wherein said cooperative mediahandler decodes and 
presents said electronic media obtained fiom a local storage device. 

25 25. (Origxaal) The method of claim 1, wherein said cooperative mediahandler decodes and 

presents pre-recorded electronic media* 

26. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherdn said cooperative media handler generates 

media experiences in real-time. 

30 
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27. (Otigmal) Tlie method of claim 1» wherem said cooperative media handler is hosted 

within a device selected j6rotn the group consisting of: an Internet-enabled device, a set-top box, a 
television, a telephone, a pager and a personal digital assistant. 

5 28. (Origiiial) The metlaod of claim 1, wherein said software agent is not proximal to the 

physical envirojomeat of said individual. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 1. wherein said software agent is hosted within a 

smartcaid associated with said individual. 



10 



o4. 



30.' (Original) The mediod of claim U wherein said software agent is hosted by an online 

service. 



31. (Original) The metiiod of claim 1, wherein said software agent and said cooperative 
1 S media handle are hosted separately. 

32. (Original) The mediod of claim 1, wherein said software agent logs said information 
identifying said electronic media. 

20 33. (OriginaJ) The method according to claim I, wherein said software agent filters said 

ioJfoimation identifying said electronic media, such that only a portion of said information identifying 
said electronic media is provided to said first eatxty* 

34. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , fiirther comprising the step of providing a 
25 software agent for each computing device utilized by a givra panel mraaber. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said software agent obtains said information 
identifying said electronic media by receiving a communication from said cooperative media handler. 



5 
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36. (Origmal) The method of claim 1, wherds said software agent obtains said infomiatioiL 

idexttifying said electronic media by retrieving said infonnation identifying said electronic media made 
available by said cooperative media handler. 

5 37s (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein said defined interface mcludes an a(7plication 

programming interfece (API), 

38. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said defined interface includes a 
oommnnio fli^^s mminTiTn'cflrinn protocoL 

10 

39. (Ourently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said defined interface mcludes a 
secure communio a^^s rnmY^nniVariftn protocol. 

r\ ^ 40. (Origmal) The method of claim 1 » wherein said defined interface includes an interface 

15 between said software agent and its host. 



0^ 



41 . (Original) The method of claim 1^ wherein said defined inter&ce mcludes an application 

programming interface (API) between said software agrat and its host. 



20 42. (Cuxxently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said defined interface hicludes a 

oommmtiGationg coramunication protocol betwe^ a host of said software agent and ^ a host of 
said cooperative media handler. 

43. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said defined interface includes an interface 
25 between said cooperative media handler and its host 

44. (Original) The method of claxm 1 , wherein said defined interfere includes an application 
programming interface (API) between said cooperative media handler and its host. 

30 45« (Original) The method of claim 1^ wher^saidelectroxiicmediaispartofavjdeogamffi. 
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46* (Origiiial) The meflaod of claim 1, wherein said electronic media includes an electronic 

media object 

47. (Origizial) The method of claiixx t, wherein said electronic media is a software 
5 coniponeat 

48. (Original) The method of claim 1 » wherein said electronic media is presented using an 
Intemet-enabled device. 

10 49. (Original) A method for measuring thd exposure of an individual to electronic media, 

said method comprising the steps of: 

tracking said individual with at least one software agent, said software agent obtaining 
presentation tnfonnation torn acooperativemediahandler by means ofa defined interface that provides 

a\ interoperabiUty between said software agent and said cooperative media handler, whereby said 

\U^5 cooperative media handler presents electtomc media to said individual, gathers information about said 
media presentations and provides said presentation information to said software agent by means of said 
defined interface; and 

receiving at least a portion of said presentation infarmation from said software agent 



20 50. (Original) A method perfomied by a software process performing data collection tasks on 

behalf of a first mtity measuring the exposure of an individual to electronic media, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

obtaining information identifying said electronic media from a cooperative media 
handler provided by a second entity using a defined interfece that provides interoperability between said 
25 software process and said cooperative media handler, and 

providing at least a portion of said identifying infozmatton to said first entity measuring 
the ^osure of said individual to said electrcmic media. 

51 . (Original) A method for measuring the exposure of an individual to electronic media, 

30 said method comprising the steps of: 



7 
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tracking said individual with at least one software process p^otzning data collection 
tasks, said software process obtaining presentation information ftnm a cooperative media handler by 
means of a defined interface dial provides interoperability between said software process and said 
cooperative media handler, whereby said cooperative media handler presents electronic media to said 
S individual, gathers information about said media presentations and provides said presentation 
information to said software process by means of said defined interface; and 

receiving at least a portion of said presentation information ftom said software process. 

52. (New) The method according to claim 49, wherein said individual is chosen for the 

10 individual's demographics and has agreed to participate in a research panel to have the individual's 
exposure to and interactions with said electronic media measured 



53. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said individual is part of an audience. 



54. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said individual is part of a research panel chosen 
as a sample to statisticaUy represent a larger population. 

55. (New) Tb.e method of claim 49, further comprising the steps of identifying and 
authenticating said individual. 

56. (New) The method according to claim 49» wherein said information identifying said 
electronic media further comprises information identifying said individual. 

57. (New) The metiiod according to claim 49, wherein said information identifying said 
25 electronic media includes an identification tag. 

58. (New) The method according to claim 49, wherein said information identifying said 
electronic media includes metadata. 




30 59. (New) The method according to claim 49, whecein said information identifying said 

electronic media includes presentation information. 
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60. (New) The method according to claim 49, wherein said iaformatioD identiiyuig said 
electnmic media includes contextual infoimalionmade available to Ihe cooperative media baodler by its 
host 

61. (New) The method according to claim 49, wherem said rofoimation identifying said 
electronic media provided by said cocqserative media handler includes information about the interactions 
of said individual with said electronic media. 



10 62- (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said information identijfying said electronic 

media includes an identifier of said cooperative media handle. 

63. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said information identifying said electronic 

media includes an identifier of a host of said cooperEtive media handler. 

15 

\ 64. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said cooperative media handler decodes and 

presents said electronic media obtained fiom a wired network connectiion 



65. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said cooperative media handler decodes and 
20 presents said electronic media obtained from a wireless network connection. 

66. (New) The method of claim 49, whndn said cooperative media handler presents said 
electronic media generated in real-time. 

25 67. (NTew) The method of claim 49, wherein said cooperative media handle is a software 

component that temporarily extends the capabilities of its host to present media. 

68. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said cooperative media handler is a persistent 

software component that extends the capabilities of a software application to present media objects of a 
30 particular media type to an individual. 



9 



PA6E12f16*RCVDAT6/18/2004 10:00:17 AM [Eastern Daylight T^^^^ 



RYAN, MASON & 



06/18/2064 10:02 203255^0 RYAN, MASON & PAGE 13/16 

PATENT 

RML Docket No.: 1600-2US2 

69. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said cooperative media handler is a persistent 

software component that extends the capabilities of an operatiiig system to present media objects of a 
particular media type to an individual. 

5 70. (New) The method of claim 49» wherehi said cooperative media handler is mobile. 

71 . (N^) The method of claim 49> wherein said cooperative media handler is stable. 

72. (New) The method of claim 49j, wherein said cooperative media handler decodes and 
10 presents said electronic media^ obtains information ' about said electronic media, and makes said 

information about said electrooic media available for collection by said software agetrt, by meaxis of said 
cooperative media handler's host. 

73. (New) The method according to claim 49, wherein said cooperative media handler may 
IS be remotely configured to specify which portions of said information identiiying said electronic media 

to obtain and provide to said software agent 



20 



74. (New) The method of claim 49, wh^ein said cooperative xnedia handler decodes and 
presents said electronic media obtained fiom a local storage device. 

75. (New) Hie method of claim 49, wherein said cooperative media handler decodes and 
presents pre-recorded electronic media. 

76. (New) The m^hod of claim 49, whesein said cooperative media handler generates media 
25 experiences in real-time. 

77. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said cooperative media handler is hosted within 
a device selected from the group consisting of: an Ihtemet-enabled device, a set-top box, a television, a 
telephone, a pager and a personal digital assistant 

30 
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78. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said software agent is not pjpoximal to flie 
physical enviromnent of said individual. 

79. (New) The method of claim 49> wherein said software ^ent is hosted witiiin a stnartcaid 
5 associated with said individual 

80. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said software agent is hosted by an online 
service. 

10 81. (New) The method of claim 49^ wherein said software agent and said cooperative media 

handler are hosted separately* 



82. (New) The method of claLtn 49, wherein said software agent logs said ioftOTQation 
identi^ong said electronic media. 

83. (New) The method according to claim 49, wherein said software agent fiOters said 
infonnadon identifying said electronic media, swh that only a portion of said infonnation identifying 
said electronic media is provided to said first entity. 



20 84, (New) The method according to claim 49, further comprising the step of providing a 

software agent for each computing device utilized by a given panel m^ber. 

85. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said software agent obtains said infonnadon 

identifying said electronic media by receiving a communication from said cooperative media handler. 



25 



86. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein sai d software agent obtains said information 

identifying said electronic media by retrieving said infonnation identifying said electronic media made 
available by said cooperative media handler* 



30 87 . (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said defined interface includes an application 

programming interface (API). 

11 
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"I 

S8. (New) The method of claim 49^ wherein said defined interface includes a conmiumcation 

protocol. 

5 89* (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said defined interface includes a secure 

commimication protocol 

90. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said defined interfece includes an. interface 
between said software agent and its host 

10 

91 , (New) The metiiod of claim 49, wherein said defined interface includes an application 



^ programming interface (API) between said software agent and its host. 



92. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said defined interface includes a communicatian 
1 5 protocol between a host of said software agent aod a host of said coop^ative media handler. 

93. (New) The method of claim 49» wherein said defined interface includes an interface 
between said cooperative media handler and its host 

20 94. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said defined interface includes an application 

programming inter&ce (API) between said cooperative media handler and its host 

95. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said electronic media is part of a video game. 

25 96. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said electronic media includes an electronic 

media object. 

97. (New) The me^od of claim 49, wherein said electronic media is a software component 

30 9S. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein said electronic media is presented using an 
btemet-enabled device, 
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